
From Dark Into Light 
 

This week sees us come to the end of Lent as we move into Holy Week and the journey to the 

cross begins.  It’s amazing how quickly the time comes around but every year I find that the time of 

preparation we have experienced during Lent concludes with the renewal and hope that we see in 

the Resurrected Christ.   

 
There is an old story about a Rabbi who gathered his students around him very early one morning, 

whilst it was still dark.  He asked them how they could tell when night ended and the day was on its 

way back.  One student answered, “Could it be when you see an animal and can tell whether it’s a 

sheep or a dog?”  “No”, answered the Rabbi.  Another said, “is it when you look at a tree in the 

distance and can tell whether it’s a fig tree or a peach tree?”  “No”, answered the Rabbi. 

 
After a few more guesses, the students demanded to know the answer. 

 
“It is when you look on the face of a woman or a man and see that she is your sister and he is your 

brother.  Because, if you cannot do this then no matter what time it is, it is still night!” 

 
As we move into the Easter story, we see how it begins very early whilst it is ‘still dark’ as John 

describes it in his gospel.  But John goes on to say that, ‘the night is over, and the real light is 

already shining.  Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the dark.’ 

 
As Easter approaches, we are given an invitation to step out of the darkness and into the light.  In 

that light we can then recognise our sisters and brothers.  It is that light which enables us to see 

that the night is ended and the day has begun.  It is that light that summons us out of the shadows 

and into the world to share the Good News of a Risen Christ.  It is the light that calls us out of the 

tomb and into the garden, from death to life. 

 
The world seems to have been going through a period of great darkness over the past year.  This 

last week we have remembered all those whose lives have been lost in the Covid pandemic.  We 

are and will continue to have to deal with the fallout from the lockdowns – schooling and mental 

health issues to name just a few.  The eruption of the issues around safety on our streets and the 

recent protests in Bristol makes it seem that we haven’t learnt much from the last year.  It almost 

appears as if people have forgotten how to look at each other with a sense of respect and equality 

but instead try to impose their own thoughts and ideologies on others.  This is not what Easter is 

about for Christ came to die and be resurrected into the world not just for some but for all.   

 
We must never lose sight of that fact, and so this Easter, let us not linger in the dark, but be 

prepared to step into the light that comes from God through His Son Jesus Christ. 

 
As we go through the Holy Week story again, with all its highs and lows - the emotional 

rollercoaster that is the Jesus story - lets never lose sight of why we celebrate this each year.  

Christ came to save the world – you and me.  That’s the bottom line.  How we respond to his call 

on our lives is for us to decide.  I would just urge us all to choose light over darkness each and 

every day. 

 
Rev. Robert on behalf of Rev Ann, Rev Nicola, Deacon Sam & Rev Pete. 

 

PS.  It’s getting lighter each day – don’t forget to put your clocks forward. 


