
 
 

Ministers Weekly message for 21st March – John 12:20-33 
 

Dear Friends in the Borders Mission Circuit      
 
Today we encounter a passage that only appears in John’s gospel which is most 
appropriate. John’s gospel was written to present the truth of Christianity in a way that the 
Greeks could understand and appreciate. It need not seem strange to find Greeks in 
Jerusalem at Passover time. The Greek was a habitual wanderer, driven by wanderlust 
and by a desire to find out new things. The Greek voyaged for trade and for commerce, 
but they were the first to wander for the sake of wandering in the ancient world. So, there 
is no need to be surprised to find a detachment of sightseeing Greeks even in Jerusalem. 
 
But the Greek was more than a wanderer. They were characteristically a seeker after truth. 
It was no unusual thing to find a Greek who had passed through philosophy after 
philosophy, religion after religion, teacher after teacher in their search for truth. The Greek 
had a seeking mind. 
 
The Greeks came with their request to Philip. Why? We cannot be certain, but Philip is a 
Greek name and perhaps they thought a man with a Greek name would treat them 
sympathetically. Philip didn’t know what to do so asks Andrew. Andrew was in no doubt 
and he led them to Jesus. Andrew had discovered that no-one could be a nuisance to 
Jesus. He knew that Jesus would never turn any seeking soul away. The Greeks were 
curious about Jesus. For a moment, think how did you become curious about Jesus? Does 
that offer any clues about the kinds of opportunities we offer people to explore the 
Christian faith? 
 
It may have been that Andrew and Philip acted as interpreters between the Greeks and 
the Aramaic speaking Jesus. The task of the Christian community is to interpret Jesus for 
those around us, being aware that people will not understand churchy language. 
Interpreters are needed now as people around us ask questions about the pandemic and 
God. Hopefully the last two minister’s messages have helped you there. How can you 
interpret Jesus to those around you as we approach Easter? 
 
In John’s text the visit of the Greeks is simply the jumping off point for one of Jesus’ 
speeches. We never find out what the enquirers made of it! It is, of course, a device for 
John to offer more teaching about Jesus’ approaching passion. This next section is full of 
metaphors and challenge. 
 
Barclay said ‘hardly any passage in the New Testament would come with such a shock to 
whose who heard it for the first time as this. It begins with a saying which everyone would 
expect and finishes with a series of sayings which were the last things anyone would 
expect.’ 
 
The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. (v23) It was clear that things had 
been building up to a crisis and that crisis had now come. But Jesus’ idea of what the crisis 
involved was quite different from everyone else’s. To understand the shocking nature of 



this short paragraph we must grasp something of what the Jews understand by ‘Son of 
Man’. The term has its origin in Daniel 7:13. To the Jews the ‘Son of Man’ stood for the 
undefeatable world conqueror sent by God. So when Jesus uttered these words his 
listeners would catch their breath. They’d believe that the trumpet call of eternity had 
sounded, that the might of heaven was on the march and that the campaign of victory was 
on the move. 
 
Jesus did not mean glorified in the way they understood it. Listeners thought of the 
conquest of the armies of God, Jesus meant the conquest of the cross. The succession of 
sayings must have left his hearers staggered and bewildered by their sheer incredibility, 
for they spoke not in terms of conquest but in terms of sacrifice and death. We will never 
understand Jesus nor the attitude of the Jews to him until we understand how he turned 
their ideas upside down, replacing a dream of conquest with a vision of a cross. No 
wonder they did not understand him; the tragedy is that they refused to try. The second 
tragedy is that even today people refuse to understand Jesus. 
 
Jesus says three things: 
 

1) Only by death comes life. The grain of wheat was ineffective and unfruitful whilst it 
was preserved in safety and security. But when it dies it bears much fruit. Over the 
years the death of Christian martyrs has seen the Church grow. It is also true that 
as Christians it is when we bury our personal aims and ambitions that we begin to 
be of real use to God. What personal aims and ambitions do you need to bury? 
 

2) Only by spending life do we retain it. Again and again Jesus insists that the one 
who hoards their life must in the end lose it and the one who spent their life must in 
the end gain it. When Joan of Arc knew that her enemies were strong and her time 
was short, she prayed to God ‘I shall only last a year, use me as you can’. Jesus 
laid this law down repeatedly: Mark 9:35, Matthew 10:39,16:25, Luke 9:24, 17:33 

 
3) Only by service comes greatness. The people whom the world remembers with love 

are people who have served others. Think of the people you remember. As I write 
this I immediately think of Evangelist Luis Palau who died a few days ago.  In our 
world today the idea of service is in danger of getting lost. People want money and 
success but will not necessarily find love or seek to serve others. 

 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus we bring you our personal desires and personal ambition and give them to you 
so that we may become servants of God. Help us to die to self each day and learn to daily 
take up our cross and follow you in the service of others. 
 
Hymn: The Power of the Cross, Keith and Kristyn Getty 
 

This, the pow'r of the cross 
Christ became sin for us 

Took the blame, bore the wrath 
We stand forgiven at the cross 
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