
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

As I reflect on Jesus’ journey to the cross this lent, I am reminded in the book by 

Stephen Cotterill, (no not my husband) the archbishop of York, that Jesus being 

stripped of his clothes wore a seamless robe.  He says ‘It was a thing of delicate 

beauty and of great craftsmanship, robust and at the same time light, woven in one 

piece from top to bottom; like the robe a high priest would wear as he went about 

his duties.’   

He goes on to say that before being nailed to the cross it was taken from him but the 

robe was costly and they suddenly took great care and rolled it carefully over his 

head, giving the robe a dignity that they did not give Jesus.  And once Jesus was on 

the cross, they would gamble to see which of them would have this robe. 

Along with the physical suffering, Jesus suffered indignity and the personal and 

intimate humiliation of a man having his clothes removed from him.   Increasingly 

and especially throughout these times, we see people suffering the indignity of the 

lack of clothing today and the effects this has on a person.  Humiliation, 

embarrassment and a feeling of unacceptance to name a few. 

New Cross Community Church in partnering with Sharewear Charity, are providing 

good second-hand clothing to those in need and see first-hand the clothing poverty 

many people are suffering and the indignity of not having the right clothing or 

clothing that we would deem as necessary.   

The effects of clothing poverty on children especially are significant today, some 

missing school because they don’t have the right uniform and are so ashamed of 

worn-out clothes and the fear of being bullied.  They may not be included in 

friendship groups and become aware and embarrassed that they do not fit in.   

Along with foodbanks, clothing charities are so important, giving the basic 

necessities of life but also restores dignity, acceptance and self-worth.  We have 

provided families with warm clothing for the winter and hope to work more closely in 

the near future with food banks in our area, teaming up together to help as many 

people as possible. 



This lent I would like us all to be aware of how the fashion industry promotes a ‘fast 

fashion’ model, meaning we rotate through new trends quickly, constantly buying 

new clothes to keep up with the latest fashions, while at the same time throwing 

away perfectly good clothing because it is no longer in style and is certainly very bad 

for the planet God created. 

Just a few facts about clothing production and you can click on the link below to see 

some more staggering facts. 

https://traid.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2018/09/impacts_of_clothing_factsheet_23percent.pdf 

The fashion industry is ranked fourth in terms of its negative environmental impact - 

just below housing, transport, and food. 

Clothes are a major contributor to the problem of plastic in the ocean. It has been 

estimated that around half a million tonnes of plastic microfibres shed during the 

washing of synthetic textiles such as polyester, nylon, or acrylic end up in the ocean 

annually. 

The World Bank estimates that 20% of industrial wastewater pollution worldwide 

originates from the textile industry. Some of these chemicals are classified as bio-

accumulative and persistent, meaning that once in the environment, they will remain 

there for a long time. 

Of the countries that have been studied, in the UK the expected active life of clothing 

is the lowest. Passing on clothes we don’t wear is one way of giving longer life to 

clothes. 

We may not wear sackcloth today to show our repentance during lent but perhaps 

there are some things we can do instead.  You may perhaps think about wearing only 

two outfits this week, cleaning out unused clothing and donating it to a charity shop 

or to Sharewear, or fasting from buying new clothes for the duration of Lent or even 

the year.  You may also like to hold a piece of your most favourite clothing and ask 

yourself how does it feel to have it taken away from you? 

Sharewear at New Cross Community Church would welcome any clean, good quality 

children’s clothing and if you would like to donate please phone me on 07814843912 

for an appointment to bring them in during this time.  We also receive other items 

including adult clothing, curtains and bedding and these will be used by the wider 

Sharewear charity. 

With many thanks and every blessing,  

Rev Julie Cotterill 
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